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HEPWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HEPWORTH PAVILION
THURSDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2026
7.30pm 

PRESENT:
Councillor Garry Bloomfield (GB) (Chair)
Councillor Nick Bennett (NBe)
Councillor Louise Robinson (LR) 
Councillor Marjorie MacPherson (MM)
Councillor Perry Penn (PP)
Councillor Hollie Williams (HW) 
Councillor Nigel Burrows (NBu)

IN ATTENDANCE:
Linda Clark (Parish Clerk)
District Cllr Carol Bull (CB)
Richard Hinton (RH)
5 members of the public

26/78	APOLOGIES

Suffolk County Councillor Harry Richardson (HR) sent apologies before the meeting.

26/79	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	Councillor Nick Bennett declared an interest in Agenda Item 8(g) and did not participate in any discussion to follow.

26/80	CO-OPTING OF NEW COUNCILLOR
	Nigel Burrows co-opted as new Parish Councillor with immediate effect.

	PUBLIC FORUM
	
26/81	B1111 Closure
	Richard Hinton advised that the recent B1111 closure had caused heavy traffic in Hepworth risking pedestrians and horse riders and that the signage was not bold enough or positioned appropriately to be seen by larger vehicles like articulated lorries HGVs. It was noted that heavy lorries passing through were likely be causing some of the water main problems. Councillor Harry Richardson was thanked for his support. RH requested better signage and an arrangement with Suffolk Highways. GB advised that neighbouring villages have formed the A143 Blackbourn Resilience Group and he has attended to represent Hepworth Village. GB advised that Councillor Harry Richardson has been of great support in raising awareness with Suffolk County Council of the problems that the lack of signage and forward planning is causing. It was noted that this has been a problem for all neighbouring villages and that the group would continue raising awareness.

26/82 	RH mentioned the work that had been undertaken in the past to improve flooding in the main street between the bus stop (south) and wood Lane and asked the Parish Council to issue a request to repeat the work this year to improve winter conditions. GB asked PP if he could follow up on this request.

26/83	REPORTS FROM AND QUESTIONS TO BOTH DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

a. County Cllr Update.  County Cllr Richardson had submitted reports, attached. 

· NBe to ask HR who had commissioned the report on the Climate Emergency?
 
b.	District Cllr Update.  CB updated the following:

· Call For Sites
Councillor Carol Bull advised that 328 sites had been identified. The list will be sifted and published on 29th September 2026. CB commented that some sites would be deemed as unsuitable. LR commented that one of the sites identified for Hepworth floods. 

· NPPF Changes From 31.10.26.
CB advised that all Applications would be categorised as Schedule 1 or 2. CB explained Schedule 1 applications would be household applications and developments of 9 properties or less and would be decided by Officers of the Council and that Schedule 2 Applications would include housing developments of 10 houses or more, larger applications, and would be decided by Committee. CB commented that Parish Councils should provide detailed responses to planning consultations. NBu asked how accountable Officers would be for decisions and what monitoring of Officers was being put in place. NBe asked if there would be Peer Group monitoring and how would quality be assured within a change of process? CB to ask and report back. 

· CB advised the Local Government reorganisation was now officially on hold.

·  West Suffolk Council elections would take place in May 2027.

26/84	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 18 July 2026 had been previously circulated and it was resolved that these were an accurate record of the meeting.


26/85	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

· [bookmark: _Hlk183334365]Minute 26/44:  It was agreed by all that the 2nd SID should be purchased, Clerk to action.


26/86	FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

· Finance Report.  The meeting noted the finance report.
 
Current Account Balance 24.08.26 £8616.23

Savings Account Balance 31.08.26 £4000.00
The following amounts were considered and authorised for payment:


	Request	

	Hire Of Hepworth Pavilion April – June 2026 £72.00

	Hire of Hepworth Pavilion July & Sept - £48.00 

	Clerks Pay September 2026 £246.90

	Clerks Expenses 16.07.26 – 24.09.26 £74.80

	Defibrillator signs £114.00 Inc VAT

	HMRC P30 Tax Return 01.07.26 – 30.09.26 £185.20

	SALC Invoice for Clerk Training £126.00 Inc VAT

	CAS Domain Renewal, Website Hosting & Email £124.50 Inc VAT

	Insurance Renewal 01.10.26 Hiscox £463.00


    
· The Parish Clerk requested authorisation to attend Budget Setting training 08.10.26 £42.00.
Also New Clerk Finance training £42.00. Both were approved by all members of the Council.
	
26/87	PLANNING MATTERS
a) Birch Tree Farm
Councillors expressed concern regarding the Inspectorates report and the costs awarded against West Suffolk Council because of it conduct in the appeal and asked if a meeting could be held with Marie Smith. CB agreed this should be arranged and requested that Councillors make Marie fully aware of their concerns at this meeting. Councillors expressed serious concerns about Officer performance. CB to report back to the Parish Council meeting in October.  

b) Jaynic Consultation
GB confirmed that a meeting had taken place at Stanton Village Hall attended by Parish Councillors of four parishes where Jaynic disseminated information on the proposals for Shepherds Grove with the aim to submit a planning application in October 2026 (Minutes attached). GB confirmed there would be a full village presentation and consultation. Councillors have many concerns regarding the masterplan, especially with the possibility of 12 metre high buildings near to the proposed roundabout.

c) West Suffolk Call For Sites
Covered in Councillor Bulls report above.

d) DC/26/1300/R77 – Temporary Holiday Site
NBu explained that this was a consultation under the Habitats Regulations from the Camping & Caravanning Club for use of land adjoining the Pavilion for two periods in 2027. From 30.04.27 – 04.05.27 and 03.09.27 – 07.09.27.
It was noted that the Parish Council had no objection to the consultation.

e) Clarkes Sign
NBu asked CB to investigate the Clarkes sign that doesn’t have consent as the Application was refused in May 2025 and an appeal was dismissed. NBu asked does West Suffolk Council intend to prosecute Clarkes for the continued display of the sign? CB to report back.

26/88	HIGHWAYS MATTERS

a) Ref 40246 4 Horse Warning Signs – It was decided to hold the information due to costs.

b) A143 - It was noted that the Blackbourn Resilience Group has met with Suffolk County Council to hopefully improve future planning and signage.

c) SDI Data Results Update - It was noted that monitoring data had suggested the need for enforcement. 

d) Bus Shelter Progress – LR had chased on 07.09.26 information awaited.


26/89	CORRESPONDENCE

· The correspondence was discussed by the Council. GB to progress a village request to Anglian Water to improve the water main on The Street, Hepworth. It was noted that there had been a considerable number of leaks, new repairs put further pressure on an old main and there are delays with the road repairs.

· It was noted that in the future correspondence requests that have been referred onto other bodies no longer need to be noted by the Clerk.


26/90	QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

· Councillors queried the need to update their Register of Interest Form. LC to check with Democratic Services and report back.

· MM to request a donation for Memorial day 05.11.26 at the next meeting of the Parish Council.

· LR requested an additional sign directing traffic to the Village Hall from the opposite direction. GB asked CB to formalise the request for the sign and posts at The Old Post Office, Church Lane, Hepworth.


26/91	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	
It was agreed that the next Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday 15th October 2026 at 7.30 pm. 

The meeting closed at 9.07pm.

Linda Clark
Parish Clerk
25th September 2026

